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have entered a New Year in the Christian calendar during Advent. The seasons of th
Church Year reflect the life of Christ. The gospel readings this year are from the Gospe
Mark. In addition to our time exploring the Gospel of Mark in Sunday school and worship we
three special evening programs in January which will help us take a closer look at Jesus; exf
who Jesus was and is for our faith today.

| am particularly excited about our Lenten Small Groups which begin the week of February 2
Plan now to be part of a six week small group exploringfghootieesVin€ultivating

the Fruit of the Spirit EHRISTIANCOMMUNITY ou can register for the day and time that works
best for you by completing the form at the back of this guide or by using the Renewing Our M
link on the home page of our church website at www.mpumc.org.

In a church with thousands of members it is impossible to know everyone let alone relate to t
on the intimate level we call a church family. Yet, members will tell you that classes and sma
groups have been a true extended family t
in ways that only a Christian family can, providing a covenantal relationship that continually
reminds them of Godbébs presence and | ove t
in faith.

In the pages of this booklet you will find many such places to grow in your faith by participatir
Sunday School class or small group. Listed are classes and groups for everyone for adults o
ages, children and youth. If you are uncertain which opportunity might be best for you, please
contact me or the other ministry leaders listed so we can work together to help you find your
in community.

Rev. Barbara Barden
Minister of Education
bbarden@mpumc.org
7042954813

Room 115, Parish Life Building




ADULT EDUCATION
Lenten Small Groups

hat would it mean if we were really connected to Jesus - all the time? What

would it mean to our family, our co -wor ker s, our friends? Je
vine, and you are the branches. 6 Life with h
glorious than summer tomatoes! Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, tolerance, andself -contr ol . That 6s what oLi fe on
Doesnot sound | i ke our world today, does it?

fruit and He gives us the resources to do so.

Have you ever seen a tree with only one branch? We are in this together. This

Lenten season we will participate in Small Groups to seek life on the vine and how in

this pressured, broken, and out -of-control world we find lives worthy of our calling.

Philip D. Kenneson0s bCutitng tbelFiuif ofthedSpiritinh e Vi ne
Christian Communityé will be our guide as we
scripture and one another.

Groups will be forming on various days, at various times to suit most schedules. The
class meetings are typically 1 -1/2 hours a week, beginning February 26 and ending
the week of Easter. Included in our class meeting time will be a video segment
featuring author Kenneson and our own MPUMC clergy. As an added bonus, Philip
Kenneson will be a featured speaker here at the church on March 19.

Listed here is the schedule of classes for this small group study. To register, use the
form at the back of this book and return to the office of Adult Education or use the
Renewing Our Minds link on the home page of the website: www.mpumc.org.

Come join us and watch the fruit of the spirit grow in us and in our church!

But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness
and self-control.
Against such things there is no lav

Gal. 5:22-23 (NIV)
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Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit
in CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY
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SUNAAY .oeiiiiiiiiiiiie e 5:45 8 7:15 pm
MONAAY .. e 6:30 6 8:00 pm
TUESAAY  .evvvviieiiiiiieiiee e 9:30 0 11:00 am
TUESAAY .evvvviieeiiiiiieiee e 6:30 0 8:00 pm
WedNesday ........cccvvevieiiiiiiiiiieees e 6:30 6 8:00 pm
Thursday ......coocovviiiieiii e 9:30 6 11:00 am
Groups may be added or deleted due to demand.

small




Disciple Bible Study

D isciple Bible Study is a global, nondenominational program that has impacted the lives
of over 1.5 million people over the past 20 years. It is a foundational building block at
the heart of our church where more than 800 people have now completed at least one
course in the series. Everyone begins with Disciple 1: Becoming Disciples through Bible
Study, the prerequisite for other more advanced classes. Disciple 1 takes you through over
80% of the Bible in a 34 -week period. You will be part of a small group of about 12, some of
whom are not members of this church and may come from different denominational
backgrounds, providing a rich backdrop for an already diverse class of students.

Disciple classes begin each year the week of Labor Day . Classes are held in both the
daytime and evening hours, and when possible, on Sunday mornings. Childcare is
available by advance registration to parents taking classes on Tuesday or Wednesday
evenings.

Registration will open in August . Until then, if you would like to request that we schedule a
particular study and/or a particular day/time for a class, please contact Rev. Barbara
Barden in the office of Adult Education. Below are descriptions of all Disciple studies.

Disciple 1 - Becoming Disciples Disciple 4 - Under the Tree of Life
Through Bible Study Conveys invitation, welcome, security, and
This foundational study aims at rest - home at last through the study of
transformation, calling on persons to submit Scripture. Leads the group through a sense
themselves to examination by Scripture, to of living toward completion, toward the

put themselves under t helimaxoefthe messade afdlehe frémise. (32
Word, and to be changedwdeks) Godds Word.
(34 weeks)

Christian Believer

Disciple 2 - Into the Word Into the World This study of the classical beliefs of the
Encourages participants to open up to hear Christian faith aims at presenting, explaining,
what God has to say to them through the and interpreting Christian beliefs as the basic
Bible and to be guided into service in the teaching of the church. (30 weeks)
world by Scripture and their study of it. (32
weeks) Jesus in the Gospels
o Invites participants to look at Jesus in each of
Disciple 3 - Remember Who You Are the four Gospels and ask
Concentrates on the Old Testament is the Jesus t30wdeksyou see

prophets and the letters of Paul, themes of
the call to remember, the call to
repentance, the need for renewed vision,
and the place of community. (32 weeks)



Disciple Short-Term Bible Studies

odeled in the basic design of Disciple Bible Study, these are eight to twelve week, in -

depth, high -commitment classes. Weekly group meetings last 1 -1/2 to 2 hours with a
two -part video segment to guide each session with interpretive presentations from biblical
scholars; contextual presentations and roundtable discussions; as well as opportunities for
reflection, contemplation, or inspiration on some aspect of the Scripture studied.

Listed below are descriptions for the Disciple short  -term studies. New classes will begin in fall
of 2012 - the week of Labor Day. If you are interested in a particular study and/or a

particular day/time for a class, please contact Rev. Barbara Barden in the office of Adult
Education.

Invitation to Genesis

Explore Godds interaction
people with very human dilemmas - pride,

family relationships, conflict, and journey.

(11 weeks)

Invitation to Romans

Di scover how Paul ds Il ette
for 2000 years and explore ways it can shape

our current faith communities. (9 weeks)

Invitation to John Invitation to Psal
Chri st invites us to 0Co nV|a|onodsamse f ol ow

me. 6 Experience the oI aEn’FP@”e%C? a,varied,pregentationy okpaalm

stories told onl yl2weeks) o hi§§ dcludigadiargtic reading, music, and
images. Listen to insights into specific psalms

presented by biblical scholars through an
informal, roundtable conversation.

(11 weeks)
Th/S /:S' o /W Invitation to the New Testament
. Lo t b
Lfymj woOx &1 qt wEZE ALY
bear ,nuch f,u/t learned how to develop as disciples and
. 7 create communities of faith. (9 weeks)
showing yoursekles to be
. Invitation to the Old Testament
”D’d/SC/P/eS' Explore the Ol d Testament
John 15:8 (NIV) Goddés calling of the peop

the many oOvoicesd of the
weeks)



Sunday School Classes

ecause education and spiritual formation are priorities here at Myers Park United Methodist
hurch, we hope you will consider Adult Sunday School. Just as the apostles did in the early
days of the church, these classes meet together in fellowship to worship, study, support one
another, and collectively use their gifts in service to the Lord.

Adult Sunday School Classes, like all groups at Myers Park UMC are open to both members and
visitors. We welcome you to visit our classes and find yourself at home in any of them. Classes are
Sunday mornings 9:45 a.m. (unless otherwise noted)

Builders Parish Life Building, rooms103/04

Various topics, studies, speakers and .
discussion. Actively supports, encourages, and / am 1’/76' t/l/e vine
assists one another. Various socials and

service projects. (Mostly couples and some andW @‘her
singles, ages 50 and up.) /s the ga,'dener'
Discovery Snyder Building, room 031 John 15:1 (NIV)
Primarily discussion/scripture -based class

aimed at building a nurturing, caring, family
and community of faith. Fellowship through
adult and family socials and service work in

the community.  (Couples with and without young speakers from outside and from within the
children, ages mid -2 06 s t-300 d sa.t)e class. (Couples and singles, ageslate -4 06s and
Faith and Friends Snyder Building, room 261 Journeys Parish Life Building, room 237
This is a new Sunday school class for couples in We are individuals on faith journeys, who want
their 40's. We would love for you to join us. We to s_ha_re our experience and growasa
will concentrate on bible lessons, marriage Christian community. Our format is primarily
and parenting. (Couples in their 4iggssiop-based, witha biblicalfocus. (Singles
] and coupl-2BB0s 30wt al | ar e
Fellowship Parish Life Building, room 106 _ o
Adult Bible Studies with rotating teachers. LifeWork Youth Building, room 264
Lectures and discussion. (Couples and singles, Parents of middle -school aged children and

., but all ar ebeypad whe are interested in serving others
through family -oriented service and mission

projects. Features a "round circle" forum with

606s and ol der

Foundation Parish Life Building, room 024

Explores basic Christian foundations for life open, interactive discussion relating current
through speakers, fellowship and studies day issues to Christian faith/teachings. The
based on the Bible. Family -related issues are class is heavily focused on mission and

also an important focus of the class.  (Primarily outreach.

adults fromlate -3 006 s t-400 d sa,t ebut al | ages are

welcome.) Living the Questions Snyder Building, room 030

As a small adult class we discuss theology,
religion and spirituality & and probe the
questions of life in the 21st century from the
perspective of progressive Christianity. ~ We find

Genesis Parish Life Building, room109
Studies include Biblical, theological, social,
moral, family/generational issues. Led by



more value in questioning than in
absolutes. We welcome diversity of thought
and inclusion of all people.  (Open to all ages.)

Living Waters Snyder Building, room 032

A caring community cultivating spiritual
maturity, social development and emotional
growth. Biblical themed study with a focused
social and service ministry. (Adults of all ages
are welcome.)

Logos Parish Life Building, room 025
Features in -class Bible study, group discussion

and prayer. Class is led by established leaders.
(Open to all ages.)

Luther Snyder/Ruth Fisher

Snyder Building, room 035

A progressive class of men and women with
an emphasis on diversity of membership along
with a distinguished and diversified faculty of
teachers, both regularly scheduled and

invited guest speakers. (Singles and couples,
adults of all ages are welcome.)

New Covenant Snyder Building, room 149
This is a fellowship of worshippers of all ages,
backgrounds and life experiences who are
committed to bible study, Christian fellowship
and mission to the homeless. This is a time to
share what ancient biblical verses mean to us
today and to question and learn from what
other adults also think and feel. ( Singles and
couples, all ages.)

Ownbey Parish Life Building, room110

This is primarily a discussion class. It designs its
own curriculum of Bible study, applied

theology, life management issues, and other
topics. The teachers are experienced in

leading discussions and knowledgeable in

the subject matter. ( Singles and couples, open
to all ages.)

Providence Parish Life Building, room 105
A class focused on Christian fellowship,
outreach and applying lessons based on
scripture to daily life. Lessons are facilitated
by class members.( Par ent s i n
4006s.)

Trinity Parish Life Building, room107

Lively discussion -oriented class taught by

class members. Lessons are grounded in
scripture and we seek to understand and
apply its teachings to
lives.( Coupl es and singles,
older children and youth.)

Wesley Snyder Building, room 152

Lessons and teachers vary, with hymn singing
every week. A full program of social events
gives opportunity for building relationships.
(Singles and couples, ages 60 and up.)

Considers the bibl

Class For 9:45 Worshippers !

Sunday Forum Snyder Building, room 149 at 8:45 a.m.
cal
For more information email Ken Poe at ken.poe@ hankinsandwhittington.com.

text in preparatipn

Note: Childcare is available during both adult class hours,
and children and youth meet for Sunday School study at 9:45.

their

t
40



Y OUNG ADULT MINISTRY

yers Park United Methodist Church Young A&8ult
through a community focused discipleship; bringing together young adults to study
scripture, modern Christian book studies and a community of Christian fellowship.

Missions Trips

Brazil, June 28-July9. The young adults group will participate with MPUMC to serve inner -City resi-
dents of Rio de Janeiro through the People's Central Institute. The institute offers daycare and
preschool to over 250 children and has recently expanded to offer adult vocational programs

and English classes. We will partner with the Methodist Church on ICP's campus to offer a Vaca-

tion Bible School for the children in the area, do some construction work to improve ICP's facili-

ties and of course spend time together in meaningful worship and fellowship.

Small Groups

Beginning January 8th at 7pmanew7 -week study on Mark Battersonés
starts. The book is inspired by one of the most obscure yet courageous acts recorded in Scripture
oBenaiah chased a Iion down into a pit. Then, desp
the | i on anldSakuell23:20.dvouiwtll foin with other young adults in a challenge to grab

life by the mane when opportunity roars.

Spring Retreat

Ski Trip in Boone, NC happens February 17 -1 9 . So, bring your Bible and s
with room for 23 people. The trip will be loaded with scripture studies, games , devotionals, wor-

ship and skiing! There is a 23 person limit, so sign up early!

Sunday School (Sundays at 9:45 a.m.)

Young Adults Class Youth Building, room 259

Short term small group studies, open to couples an
email youngadults@mpumc.org

Samaritan Class Parish Life Building, room 108

Designed for young couples (engaged or married) to explore topics that inspire learning, under-
standing, and candid group discussion around the Bible and Christianity, this class also offers so-
cial events, service projects, and small groups.

For more information about
Young Adult Ministry
contact

Ryan Blalock,

Interim Director

of Young Adult Ministry
ryanb@mpumc.org
704-295-4821

Room 117, Parish Life Building




Spring Programs

he New Testament schol ar N. T th&/desugwetmigstugge st
discover if we really looked fi is larger, more disturbing, more urgent than we had

ever i ma dgnJangaly, jdin us as we take a closer look at Jesus, exploring who

Jesus was and is for our faith today. = Sunday worship and many Sunday School classes

will study the Gospel of Mark.  And three special programs will help us exploring the

Gospel of Mark together in worship, and exploring who Jesus was and is for our faith

today with three special programs:
Tel |l Me the Storiesté

Monday, January 9 at 7:00 p.m.

Dr. Ben Witherington from Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky will join
us in Jubilee Hall to explore the Historical Jesus.

Tuesday, January 17 at 7:00 p.m.,

Dr. Howell will welcome Rabbi Murray Ezring from Temple Israel in Charlotte for a
conversation, OWho is the Messiah?d¢
Monday, January 23 at 7:00 p.m.

Dr. Howell , along with Revs. Shane Page, George Ragsdale and Kevin Wright , will
discuss what it means to follow Jesus, and why following him matters for the life of

faith today.

Lenten Speaker

On March 19 at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall we will welcome Dr. Philip Kenneson , the

aut ho lifeorfthed?/ine , 6 who will explore what it might
than busy religious consumers, how life in Christian community can lead us to be a spirit

-filled people who are prayerful and worshipful in all aspects of our life. Dr. Kenneson is
Professor of Theology and Philosophy at Milligan College in East Tennessee. He is the

aut hor of numerous books, including oLife on t
Groups during Lent. He earned his Ph.D. in Theology and Ethics from Duke University in

1991.

For more information on these programs
or on Faith Academy, contact

Rev. George Ragsdale,
Minister of Discipleship
george@mpumc.org
704-295-4840

Room 220, Snyder Building






























