Mary Circle Meeting Minutes – Tuesday, November 17, 2009
Present: Meg Barr, Holly Blackstock, Katharine Bolt, Cammie Borrelli, Mary Margaret Boulware, Amy Brittain, Wendi Brown, Grey Brownlow, Allison Bumgardner, Shelley Butler, Jenny Carlson, Bailee Collins, Jamie Curtis, Nancy Deel, Penny Dietz, Courtney Eliasek, Kathryn Hardin, Lisa Harrell, Nancy Johnson, Meredith Jorgensen, Lauren Laing, Cat Long, Kim McGriff, Catherine O’Neal, Betsy Scott, Melissa Sullivan, Amy Thomas, Paige Twer, Katherine Weikel, Katharine Willis
Welcome
· Jamie welcomed everyone and read our devotional, Being Thankful. 
Cheers/Cares/Concerns
· Congratulations to Jennifer Brock on the birth of her daughter, Genevieve Rhodes, on October 20; Nancy Bolger on the birth of her daughter, Olivia; and Amy Brittain, who is expecting a baby at the end of April!
· Update: Katherine Weikel’s sister, Susan, is doing great after her recent breast cancer surgery and her prognosis is excellent. Please continue to keep her in your prayers as she recovers. Please also continue to keep Krista Wilson in your prayers. 
· Concern: Please keep in your prayers Katharine Bolt’s grandmother, who recently had a heart attack and is in ICU.
Circle News/Reminders
· Thank you to Katharine Bolt for hosting our fall social. It was a great evening! Pictures are on the website.

· We will back in room 110 for the rest of our circle meetings this year. Thanks for your patience with all the changes!
· If you have questions about childcare, please contact Holly Blackstock: hollyblackstock@yahoo.com.
· Check out our website, www.mpumc.org/marycircle, for our calendar, reading schedule, service opportunities, member directory, etc. Many thanks to Katherine Weikel for maintaining this site for us. Katherine is continuing to take pictures for our member directory and will have her camera at the next meeting.
UMW Events

· Advent Luncheon at Christ Episcopal Church: MPUMC’s Ellen Robison will speak at A Season of Waiting, hosted by the Episcopal Church women Tuesday, December 1 at 11:30 a.m. Church member LouAnn Vaughn will sing. For tickets and information, contact Cindy Nicholson at chnicholson@earthlink.net or 704-525-3933.
· UMW Christmas Dinner: You should have received an invitation in the mail. Please plan to attend on Tuesday, December 8 at 7 p.m. Reservations are due by Wednesday, December 2. Call 704-376-5520 ext. 5900. We will meet at Providence Café at 6 p.m. and then go to the dinner together.
Community Outreach
· Betsy Scott reported that we will participate in a book drive for Sedgefield during the month of January. And we will do a service project for Sedgefield as a part of Mission Madness on March 28, 2010.
· UPDATE on Halloween Costume Drive for CHAMP: CHAMP coordinator, Ashley Lloyd passed along her gratitude for the costumes.
Breakfast with Mary Update (December 5, Jubilee Hall, 9 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.)
· Please spread the word and encourage people to come! Registration has begun and continues through Tuesday, November 24. Forms are available on the Mary Circle website. A registration table will be open in the lobby this Sunday, November 22 from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

· We saw a sample of the nativity figures and the craft kits that each child will receive. They look great!
· The menu includes plain and ham biscuits, cereals, “something yummy for breakfast,” fruit, juice, milk, etc.

· Although we are targeting the craft to 4-year-olds to second graders, we are welcoming children of all ages. Older and/or younger children are also invited to attend and can do a craft. This is an event for the whole family.

· We need members to come help set up on the morning of the breakfast and, if anyone is interested or willing to lead the children in song, please let us know!
Book Discussion
Today we discussed chapters 3 and 4 of The Blessing of a Skinned Knee, “Granting our children freedom. Where do wise parents draw the line?” 
Coming Up
Our next meeting is Tuesday, December 15 in room 110. Everyone please bring your favorite breakfast dish to share! We will discuss chapters 5 and 6, “Giving and Receiving”. 

