Mary Circle Meeting Minutes – Tuesday, January 19, 2010
Present: Holly Blackstock, Nancy Bolger, Amy Brittain, Wendi Brown, Grey Brownlow, Shelley Butler, Bailee Collins, Jamie Curtis, Heather Davis, Courtney Eliasek, Lisa Harrell, Nancy Johnson, Elizabeth McKewon, Betsy Scott, Ashley Smith, Melissa Sullivan, Paige Twer, Katherine Weikel, Katharine Willis, Jennifer Wouters
Welcome
· Jamie welcomed everyone and read the following devotional:
Now, the Work of Christmas Begins by Howard Thurman
When the song of angels is stilled,

When the star in the sky is gone,

When the kings and princes are home,

When the shepherds are back with their flocks,

Then the work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost,

To heal the broken,

To feed the hungry,

To release the prisoner,

To rebuild the nations,

To bring peace among the people,

To make music in the heart.

Cheers/Cares/Concerns
· Haiti Relief: We collected about $113 in “loose change” to be given to UNICEFG. Paige Twer and her family are collecting health kits to be shipped to Haiti via UMCOR. UPDATE: As of January 21, they collected an initial 71 health kits with more to come for a second shipment. If you have questions about the health kits, please contact Paige. Thanks to everyone who donated. 
· Mary Margaret Boulware: Please keep she and her husband in your prayers as they deal with a recent job loss. 
· Sandy Hieronymus (our Mary): Please keep her and her family in your prayers as they mark nearly a year since their son, Jeff, disappeared.
Circle News/Reminders/Announcements
· Sister in Christ applications are due Monday, February 1. If you are interested in participating, see Christine Mull for an application. 
· Children’s Ministries at MPUMC is hosting a PJ Party for preschool age children on Friday, February 19. Details coming soon.
UMW Events

· UMW District Prayer Breakfast, Saturday, March 20, 9:00 a.m., Jubilee Hall: UMW will need volunteers from each circle to help set up on Friday and to serve as greeters, hostesses, and ushers on Saturday. Details will follow.
Community Outreach
· Sedgefield Book Drive, in conjunction with The Children’s Circle, continues through the end of January. Please donate new and gently used books for children ages 4-11. Look for the cart in the lobby of the Parish Life Building.
Book Discussion
Today we discussed chapter 7 of The Blessing of a Skinned Knee, "Food moderation, celebration and sanctification."
Coming Up
Our next meeting is Tuesday, February 23 (note we are moving the meeting back one week) in room 110. We will postpone discussing chapter 8, “Discipline,” and spend the time getting to know each other. 

