Mary Circle Meeting Minutes – Tuesday, February 23, 2010
Present: Meg Barr, Holly Blackstock, Katharine Bolt, Mary Margaret Boulware, Amy Brittain, Wendi Brown, Grey Brownlow, Carole Brumfield, Allison Bumgardner, Shelley Butler, Bailee Collins, Jamie Curtis, Nancy Deel, Courtney Eliasek, Jen Ford, Nancy Johnson, Leslie Lowery, Kim McGriff, Betsy Scott, Ashley Smith, Melissa Sullivan, Amy Thomas, Marti Thomas, Paige Twer, Katherine Weikel, Dawn Van Osdell, Katharine Willis
Cheers/Cares/Concerns
· Ellen Spence ruptured a disk in her back and is in the hospital. Although she can walk very slowly, she cannot feel her legs. Ellen and her husband Simon have two boys, Jacob (5th grade) and Ethan (3rd grade).  

· Katharine Willis’ father is recovering from a heart catheterization after being rushed to the hospital with chest pain. He is at home now and feeling well. 
Circle News/Reminders/Announcements
· Welcome to Marti Thomas, Carole Brumfield, and Dawn Van Osdell, who joined us for the first time today. 

· Nancy Deel, VBS Planning Team Leader, is looking for volunteers for Vacation Bible School (June 21-24). Even if your child is not yet old enough to attend, he or she can spend the week at VBS if you volunteer on campus all week long. If you volunteer, you’re sure to see many fellow Mary Circle members.
· Grey Brownlow  encouraged everyone to remember our church staff members this week, which is Staff Appreciation Week, especially those who don’t regularly receive a lot of recognition. A staff favorites notebook is at the front desk in the Parish Life Building. If you’d like to do something special for a staff member, it’s a great resource.
· Grey (grey.brownlow@gmail.com) or Courtney Rogers (courtneydansey@gmail.com) would also love to hear from you if you are interested in teaching Sunday School next year.

· Nancy Johnson is leading a team in “Sport a Shirt, Share a Night” to benefit Charlotte’s Ronald McDonald House. She is selling t-shirts ($10) to be worn on Sport a Shirt day, April 23. Please contact Nancy (ncfish4@aol.com) if you want to order a t-shirt and help her reach her goal of selling 365 t-shirts.

· Even though it’s only February, we are starting to prepare for next year’s Mary Circle meetings. If you have a suggestion for a book to read/study or other meeting ideas, please let Jamie or Katharine know. Note: We do not have to just talk about children. ( 
UMW Events

· UMW Charlotte District Prayer Breakfast, Saturday, March 20, 9:00 a.m., Jubilee Hall: MPUMW is hosting this event and will need volunteers from each circle to help set up on Friday and to serve as greeters, hostesses, and ushers on Saturday. We will hear from UMW VP Julia Hite about how our circle can help. Event details are on the Calendar page of our website, but if you plan to attend you’ll need to call the reservation line by March 15. The cost is $7.50 at the door.
Community Outreach Update from Betsy Scott
· Between March 14 and March 28, we will sort the bags collected for Haitian families in the Fill that School Bus relief effort. Thanks to those of you who signed up to sort. The calendar of sign-ups (and the items needed for the bags if you want fill one) are on the Service page of our website.

· On Mission Madness Day (March 28), after the bus is filled, we will enjoy lunch and then move to a classroom to complete a service project for Sedgefield. Please plan to attend and bring your children to help!
Speed Meeting (or “Dating”)
In honor of Valentine’s Day, we took a break from the book and did a “speed meeting” to get to know each other better. 
Coming Up
Our next meeting is Tuesday, March 23 (note we are moving the meeting back one week) in room 110. We’ll hear form guest speaker Amy Montoni.
