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Foreword 

 
 

I   love to think about Rev. Harlan Creech going to his piano lessons 
± which he began at age 90. And then I think of a few underachiev-

ing clergy I know whose time in seminary you can date precisely just by 
surveying their book shelf ± rhmbd sgdx g`udm­s qd`c `mxsghmf mdv rhmbd 
then. 
 

Many Christians carry around this notion that Christianity is like a little 
rgnqs rsnqx xnt qd`c+ `mc nmbd xnt­ud qd`c hs+ xnt jmnv sgd rsnqx+ `mc 
xnt­qd cnmd+ xnt­ud fns hs- Nq sgdqd `qd dudm sgnrd vgn sghmj Bgqhrsh`mhsx 
hr `kk ` eddkhmf xnt dhsgdq g`ud nq cnm­s- 
 

How sad. Christianity is far richer than a feeling, just as every relationship 
hm xntq khed hr lnqd sg`m ` eddkhmf- @mc Bgqhrsh`mhsx hrm­s ` rsnqx xnt rhyd 
up and digest easily, any more than a relationship with a child or a spouse 
or your parents or a friend is so simple. You continue to grow (or you 
wither away); you learn, you stretch, you keep your mind open to new 
experiences, new knowledge, a richer perspective, deeper wisdom.  

  

For me: I have a Ph.D. in Biblical theology, but God continues to blow 
my mind, and to teach me more and more ± at age 54. I look forward to 
the next few decades of adventures in Christian education! There was this 
trio of theologians in Cappadocia back in the 4th century: Basil, Gregory, 
and Gregory. They explored the idea that God has wired us in such a way 
that we want to know about God, we have questions about God. We 
learn about God, we get some answers ± and that only whets our appetite 
to know even more. What we just learned is that there is so much more 
sn Fnc sg`s vd cnm­s jmnv ± or at least not yet. So we climb higher, we 
plunge more deeply into the things of God, and make even more marvel-
ous discoveries ± including the discovery that there is even more to God 
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vd­ud mns xds adftm sn e`sgnl- 
 

I like that. Jesus urged us to have a childlike faith ± ats sg`s­r mns sgd r`ld 
`r ` bghkchrg e`hsg- Vd cnm­s v`ms ` svn-dimensional, paste cotton on con-
rsqtbshnm o`odq e`hsg: hs cndrm­s rdqud sgd bnlokdwhsx ne `ctks khed udqx vdkk- 
Like children, we keep our eyes wide open; nothing is foreclosed, knowl-
dcfd hrm­s rdsskdc xds+ sgd sq`o cnnq ne ntq lhmc g`rm­s rk`lldc rgts ± and 
never will. 
 

Gnv cn vd jmnv lnqd `ants Fnc> Sghr annj cds`hkr bk`rrhb ®oq`bshbdr¯ 
Christians have engaged in for the past few years ± two thousand to be ex-
act. Take a class, study with others, be intentional about your growth in 
e`hsg- Hs vnm­s g`oodm vghkd xntq gd`c hr nm sgd ohkknv `s mhfgs nq hm sgd 
computer at work or watching TV. Growth requires diligence, since weeds 
are springing up around us all the time.   
 

John Calvin wrote that the real conversion God wants for us is conversio ad 
docilitatem ± `mc bnmudqrhnm sn ®sd`bg`akdmdrr-¯ Ad sd`bg`akd- Fqnv hm xntq 
faith. Take up the piano ± or Christian education ± at age 90, or 72, or 54 
like me, or 39, or 25. 
 

      -Rev. James C. Howell 
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Introduction  
 

G od calls us, whatever our age, to continue growing in our faith. 
Have you ever noticed that in Scripture, people of faith never 

rddl sn ad rs`mchmf rshkk> Hs­r `r he fdsshmf hmunkudc vhsg Fnc ld`mr vd vhkk 
always be moving and growing in the journey of faith. 
 

In Genesis, God calls Abraham and tells him simply, ­Go from your coun-
try and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show 
xnt-¯ Enq @aq`g`l+ e`hsg ld`ms fnhmf+ lnuhmf hm rsdo vhsg Fnc-  K`sdq+ 
God gives the Israelites instructions for the Passover, the final act of their 
cdkhudq`mbd eqnl rk`udqx hm Dfxos- ®Sghr hr gnv xnt rg`kk d`s hs9¯ Fnc r`xr+ 
®xntq knhmr fhqcdc+ xntq r`mc`kr nm xntq edds+ `mc xntq rs`ee hm xntq g`mc: 
`mc xnt rg`kk d`s hs gtqqhdckx- Hs hr sgd o`rrnudq ne sgd Knqc-¯  Eqddcnl vhsg 
God does not allow the Israelites to stand still for long. They eat and cele-
brate in a hurry, ready to move as they are led into freedom. 
 

In the Gospels, Jesus calls his disciples to follow him, leaving their life be-
ghmc `mc inhmhmf ghl nm sgd qn`c- Eqnl L`qj­r odqrodbshud+ sghr hr mn rl`kk 
s`rj- Idrtr hr mns sgd d`rhdrs odqrnm sn jddo to vhsg- Nmd ne L`qj­r e`unqhsd 
ogq`rdr hr+ ®Hlldch`sdkx+ Idrtr vdms nts-¯ ®Enkknv ld¯ hr `m hmuhs`shnm sn 
move with Jesus, to get swept up in the journey of faith with him. 
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The early church began to compare the journey of faith with Jesus to the 
journey of life. Just as infants grow and mature into children and children 
grow and mature into adults, so do people of faith. The writer of Hebrews 
bghcdr sgd bnmfqdf`shnm enq rshkk adhmf hme`msr hm sgdhq e`hsg+ ®tmrjhkkdc hm sgd 
vnqc ne qhfgsdntrmdrr-¯ Hm ghr kdssdq sn sgd Dogdrh`mr+ O`tk s`jdr sgd hl`fd 
dudm etqsgdq+ rtffdrshmf sg`s Fnc g`r fhudm tr fhesr sg`s vd lhfgs fqnv ®sn 
l`stqhsx+ sn sgd ld`rtqd ne sgd etkk rs`stqd ne Bgqhrs-¯ ®Vd ltrs mn knmfdq 
ad bghkcqdm+¯ gd vqhsdr+ ®ats rod`jhmf sgd sqtsg hm knud+ vd ltrs fqnv to 
hm dudqx v`x hmsn ghl vgn hr sgd gd`c+ hmsn Bgqhrs-¯ 
 

John Wesley, who began the Methodist movement, revolutionized the 
church of his day by helping Christians reclaim this call to grow in the im-
age and likeness of Christ, which he called holiness. For him, salvation itself 
was mostly about how God changes us now, how we grow in holiness. He 
cdehmdc r`ku`shnm `r ®oqdrdms cdkhudq`mbd eqnl rhm+ ` qdrsnq`shnm ne sgd 
rntk£sgd qdmdv`k ne ntq rntkr `esdq sgd hl`fd ne Fnc hm qhfgsdntrmdrr `mc 
sqtd gnkhmdrr+ hm itrshbd+ ldqbx+ `mc sqtsg-¯ Oqnbk`hlhmf sg`s ldrr`fd+ 
Wesley traveled over 250,000 miles across the English countryside on 
horseback. 
 

As Christians, we are not called to stand still, but to be constantly moving, 
growing toward God and toward each other in love. But how? As difficult 
as it may sound, the call to grow in faith begins in the opportunities we 
have for worshipping, praying, reading scripture, engaging those in our 
history whose journey can help us on our own, giving and serving, sharing 
the faith with others, and practicing forgiveness in our relationships and in 
ntq vnqkc-  Hm sgdrd sghmfr+ vd fds hmunkudc vhsg Fnc `mc Fnc­r fq`bd- @r 
we do, we begin to change and to grow. As one theologian put it, we are 
b`kkdc sn ®khud hmsn¯ sgdrd g`ahsr+ ®tmshk sgdx khud hm tr-¯ 
 

In our strategic plan, Answering Our Call, Myers Park United Methodist 
Church heard God calling us to grow in faith. Paraphrasing St. Paul, we 
®bgdqhrg sgd gnod sg`s ntq e`hsg l`x bnmshmtd sn fqnv `mc dmk`qfd ntq 
rogdqd ne `bshnm tmshk hs nudqeknvr-¯ Sgqntfgnts 1//8+ ` fqnto ne k`x odq,
sons met to explore this hope and this calling. Again and again, we came 
back to the very basic habits and practices of our faith, those things which 
mark and identify us as Christians who are always maturing, moving and 
growing. We identified ten marks, ten areas for growth. In the pages that 
enkknv+ vd vhkk dwoknqd d`bg ne sgdrd ®L`qjr ne ` L`stqhmf Bgqhrsh`m `s 
Lxdqr O`qj Tmhsdc Ldsgnchrs+¯ sgd v`xr hm vghbg Fnc lnudr sgqntfg 
them, calling us to get up and go, to move and change with Jesus, to grow 
in the image and likeness of God. 
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A maturing Christian at Myers Park United Methodist  
loves God and is committed to  

Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 
 

T he life of faith does not begin with us, but with God. The theolo-
gian and spiritual writer Henri Nouwen once wrote than when he 

thinks of what it means to be Christian, he thinks of the word beloved. 
When we hear that word we might think of 
Jesus, going down to the River Jordan to be 
baptized by John. He goes down into the 
water and as he comes up, a voice from 
gd`udm hr gd`qc oqnbk`hlhmf+ ®Sghr hr lx 
son, the beloved, with whom I am well-
okd`rdc-¯   
 

In Jesus Christ, God comes to us with those 
same words, claiming us as beloved sons and 
daughters. To know Jesus Christ as Lord and 
R`uhnq hr sn jmnv Fnc­r knud+ enqfhudmdrr 
and blessing. It sometimes seems that our 
btkstqd­r dlog`rhr nm hmchuhct`k `tsnmnlx+ 
where we make all our own decisions and 

choices for ourselves, causes us to miss this fundamental point of the Chris-
sh`m khed- Hs­r mns rn ltbg sg`s vd rsdo nts `mc bgnnrd Fnc+ ats sg`s Fnc 
steps out and chooses us, that God loves us. The hymn Amazing Grace 
otsr hs vdkk9 ®H nmbd v`r knrs ats mnv `l entmc-¯ Nq+ `r Ahrgno Vhkk Vhkkh,
lnm nesdm r`xr+ ®H nmbd v`r knrs ats H fns entmc-¯ 
 

Christians are those who know they have been found by God, those who 
jmnv Fnc­r knud enq sgdl- 0 Ingm 397 r`xr sg`s ®Fnc hr knud-¯ Hm hsr otqdrs 

 
 

Love for God 
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enqlr+ knud hr mns bndqbhud nq enqbdetk- Rs- O`tk r`xr knud ®cndr mns hmrhrs nm 
hsr nvm v`x-¯ Fnc+ khjd knud+ hr mns bndqbhud-  Q`sgdq+ Fnc cq`vr tr hm `mc 
invites us to respond, loving in return. The whole of our lives are meant to 

ad khudc hm knuhmf qdronmrd sn Fnc­r knud enq tr- 
 

There are two ways we might think about love for 
God. As the Biblical Scholar Ellen Davis has said, 
they are both good, but they are both very differ-
ent. The first is a kind of gratitude. We look 
around at all that God has done, all that God has 
given to us²mercy, grace, forgiveness²and we 
b`mmns gdko ats r`x ®Sg`mj xnt-¯ @kk sgd sghmfr 
we are called to do as Christians²worship, pray, 
serve, forgive²are ways of expressing our grati-
stcd `mc knud sn Fnc- Md`q sgd dmc ne Ingm­r 
Fnrodk+ Idrtr `rjr Odsdq+ ®Cn xnt knud ld>¯ 
Vgdm Odsdq r`xr ®Xdr+ Knqc+ xnt jmnv sg`s H knud 
xnt+¯ Idrtr hmrsqtbsr ghl sn ®eddc lx rgddo-¯ Vd 
love God by loving and caring for the people God 
loves. 
 

But then, these commitments, the habits and prac-
tices of faith, offer more than just a way of re-
ronmchmf sn Fnc­r knud- Sgdx `krn aqhmf tr bknrdq 
sn Fnc- Ingm Vdrkdx b`kkdc sgdl ®ld`mr ne 
fq`bd+¯ v`xr hm vghbg vd bnld sn jmnv `mc dw,
odqhdmbd Fnc­r fq`bd `mc knud hm ntq khudr- Vgdm 
e`hsg v`mdr+ `r hs rnldshldr cndr+ Vdrkdx­r `cuhbd 
is to engage the practices and habits of faith even 
more. It was advice Wesley had received when, in 
his own life, he began to doubt his faith. Wesley 
v`rm­s rtqd gd rgntkc ad oqd`bghmf+ ats ghr eqhdmc 
Odsdq Angkdq+ ` Lnq`uh`m+ `cuhrdc+ ®Xnt ltrs 

preach faith until you have it, and then, because you have it, you will 
oqd`bg e`hsg-¯   
 

Angkdq­r `cuhbd rgdcr khfgs nm `mnsgdq jhmc ne knud enq Fnc+ vghbg vd 
might call desire: that longing just to catch a glimpse of God and feel our 
rntkr c`mbd vhsg cdkhfgs- Sgdqd l`x `kv`xr ad ` rdmrd sg`s ntq e`hsg hrm­s 
what it should be or could be, that our knowledge and love of God is not 
bnlokdsd- Fqdfnqx ne Mxrr` nmbd vqnsd+ ®Sghr sqtkx hr sgd uhrhnm ne Fnc+ 
mdudq sn ad r`shrehdc hm sgd cdrhqd sn rdd Fnc£ats `kv`xr knnjhmf `s vg`s 

 
 
 

As for 
myself, there 

is but one 
desireªto love 

God as He 
has never 
been loved 
with deep, 
personal 

love. 
-Mother Theresa  
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Ways You Can Grow  
In Your Love for God 

 

Dudm he xnt­qd rtqd ne xntq e`hsg+ dwoknqd sgd 
Bgqhrsh`m oq`bshbdr hm sghr annj `r ®ld`mr ne 
fq`bd+¯ noonqstmhshdr sn b`sbg ` fkhlord ne 
God.  

Consider signing up for some of the Faith 
Academy courses offered this year. 

Zvd\ b`m rdd `mc qdjhmckhmf Zntq\ cdrhqd sn rdd lnqd-¯ 
 

Hrm­s sg`s sgd m`stqd ne 
love, to be drawn in, lured 
in by the beauty of God? 
The habits and practices of 
our faith open us to God, 
sg`s Fnc­r Rohqhs lhfgs 
kindle in us a desire, a love 
around which our whole 
life begins to revolve. It is 
a love and a desire that will 
always grow. Mother 

Sgdqdr` nmbd r`hc+ cdrbqhahmf sgd cddo knmfhmf ne gdq gd`qs+ ®@r enq lxrdke+ 
there is but one desire²to love God as He has never been loved with deep, 
odqrnm`k knud-¯   
 

Fnc enqdudq qdl`hmr ntsrhcd sgd b`o`bhsx ne ntq jmnvhmf- Ax Fnc­r fq`bd+ 
`mc sgqntfg sgd fdmskd kd`chmf ne Fnc­r Rohqhs+ vd `qd enqdudq nm ` o`sg 
that moves us deeper into the life of God. Along the way, we are bold to 
pray the words of Charles Wesley:  
 

®Sgx m`stqd+ fq`bhntr Knqc+ hlo`qs: bnld pthbjkx eqnl `anud+ 
write thy new name upon my heart, thy new, best name of 
Knud-¯ 


