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Foreword

love to think about Rev. Harlan Creech going to his piano lessons

+ which he began at age 90. And then | think of a few underachiev-
ing clergy | know whose time in seminary you can date precisely just by
surveying their book shefir hmbd sgdx g udm-s gd
then.

Many Christians carry around this notion that Christianity is like a little

rgngs rsngx xnt gd> c+ " mc nmbd xn
xnt-qd cnmd+ xnt-ud fns hs- Nqg sg
hr " kk °~ eddkhmf xnt dhsgdqgq g ud
How sad. Christianity is far richer than a feeling, just as every relationship
hm xntq khed hr I ngd sg m ~ eddkh

up and digest easily, any more than a relationship with a child or a spouse
or your parents or a friend is so simple. You continue to grow (or you
wither away); you learn, you stretch, you keep your mind open to new
experiences, new knowledge, a richer perspective, deeper wisdom.

For me: | have a Ph.D. in Biblical theology, but God continues to blow
my mind, and to teach me more and marat age 54. | look forward to

the next few decades of adventures in Christian education! There was this
trio of theologians in Cappadocia back in the 4th century: Basil, Gregory,
and Gregory. They explored the idea that God has wired us in such a way
that we want to know about God, we have questions about God. We
learn about God, we get some answeiand that only whets our appetite

to know even more. What we just learned is that there is so much more
sn Fnc sg s z=wordtleast not yet. Jo me climb higher, we
plunge more deeply into the things of God, and make even more marvel-
ous discoveries including the discovery that there is even more to God
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vd-ud mns xds adftm sn e sgnl -

| like that. Jesus urged us to have a childlike faight s s g s - r
r  ° bghkchr g e hdsngnsional,cpaste notton &n cen-
rsqtbshnm o odg e hsg: hs c¢cndr m-
Like children, we keep our eyes wide open; nothing is foreclosed, knov
dcfd hrm-s rdsskdc xds+ sgd sapd o
never will.

Gnv ¢cn vd jmnv I ngd "~ ants Fnc> ¢
Christians have engaged in for the past few yean® thousand to be ex-
act. Take a class, study with others, be intentional about your growth
e hsg- Hs vnm-s g oodm vghkd xnt
computer at work or watching TV. Growth requires diligence, since weet
are springing up around us all the time.

John Calvin wrote that the real conversion God wants for us is conversio
dociltatem™ mc bnmudgr hnm sn ®sd bg ak
faith. Take up the piana or Christian educatiott at age 90, or 72, or 54
like me, or 39, or 25.

-Rev. James C. Howell



Introduction

od calls us, whatever our age, to continue growing in our faith.

Have you ever noticed that in Scripture, people of faith never
rddl sn ad rs mchmf rshkk> Hs-r " r
always be moving and growing in the journey of faith.

In Genesis, God calls Abraham and tells him simyBg from your coun-

try and your kindred and your father's house to the land that | will show
xnt- Eng @aq g |+ e hsg I d > ms fnh
God gives the lIsraelites instructions for the Passover, the final act of their
cdkhudg mbd egnl rk> udgx hm Df xos-
®xntg knhmr fhgcdc+ xntqg r mc kr n
"mc xnt rg kk d's hs gtggqhdckx- Hs
God does not allow the Israelites to stand still for long. They eat and cele-
brate in a hurry, ready to move as they are led into freedom.

In the Gospels, Jesus calls his disciples to follow him, leaving their life be-
ghmec " mc inhmhmf ghl nm sgd qn’ c-
s rj- ldrtr hr mns sgd d rhdrs odq
ogq rdr hr+ ®HI Il dch sdkx+ I drtr vd
move with Jesus, to get swept up in the journey of faith with him.
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The early church began to compare the journey of faith with Jesus to t
journey of life. Just as infants grow and mature into children and childr
grow and mature into adults, so do people of faith. The writer of Hebrew
bghcdr sgd bnmfgdf shnm enq rshk
vnqc ne ghfgsdntrmdrr-—~ Hm ghr Kk
dudm etqgsgdg+ rtffdrshmf sg s Fn
| "stghsx+ sn sgd | d rtgd ne sgd
ad bghkcgdm+ gd vghsdr+ ®ats ro
hm dudgx v x hmsn ghl vgn hr sgd

John Wesley, who began the Methodist movement, revolutionized tl
church of his day by helping Christians reclaim this call to grow in the im
age and likeness of Christ, which he called holiness. For him, salvation it
was mostly about how God changes us now, how we grow in holiness. H
cdehmdc r ku shnm " r ®ogdr dms ¢
rntk£sgd gdmdv k ne ntqgq rntkr e
sgtd gnkhmdrr+ hm itrshbd+ 1dghb
Wesley traveled over 250,000 miles across the English countryside
horseback.

As Christians, we are not called to stand still, but to be constantly movir
growing toward God and toward each other in love. But how? As difficul
as it may sound, the call to grow in faith begins in the opportunities w
have for worshipping, praying, reading scripture, engaging those in o
history whose journey can help us on our own, giving and serving, sharir
the faith with others, and practicing forgiveness in our relationships and
ntq vngkec- Hm sgdrd sghmfr+ vd

we do, we begin to change and to grow. As one theologian put it, we ar
b kkdc sn ®khud hmsn sgdrd g ah:

In our strategic planAnswering Our CallMyers Park United Methodist
Church heard God calling us to grow in faith. Paraphrasing St. Paul, v
®bgdghrg sgd gnod sg° s ntg e hsc
rogdgd ne "~ bshnm tmshk hs nudqgek
sons met to explore this hope and this calling. Again and again, we cal
back to the very basic habits and practices of our faith, those things wh
mark and identify us as Christians who are always maturing, moving a
growing. We identified ten marks, ten areas for growth. In the pages tr
enkknv+ vd vhkk dwoknqgd d bg ne
Lxdgr O qj Tmhsdc Ldsgnchrs+  sg
them, calling us to get up and go, to move and change with Jesus, to grc
in the image and likeness of God.
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Love for God

A maturing Christian at Myers Park United Methodist
loves God and is committed to

Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.

he life of faith does not begin with us, but with God. The theolo-

gian and spiritual writer Henri Nouwen once wrote than when he
thinks of what it means to be Christian, he thinks of the word beloved.
When we hear that word we might think of
Jesus, going down to the River Jordan to be
baptized by John. He goes down into the
water and as he comes up, a voice from
gd udm hr gd qgc ognbk
son, the beloved, with whom | am well
okd rdc-

In Jesus Christ, God comes to us with those
same words, claiming us as beloved sons and
daughters. To know Jesus Christ as Lord and

R uhng hr sn jmnv Fnec
and blessing. It sometimes seems that our
bt kstqgd-r dl og r hr nm
where we make all our own decisions and
choices for ourselves, causes us to miss this fundamental point of the Chris-
sh  m khed- Hs-r mns rn | tbg sg s Vv
steps out and chooses us, that God loves us. The hymn Amazing Grace
otsr hs vdkk9 ®H nmbd v r knrs ats
Il nm nesdm r xr+ ®H nmbd v r knrs a

Christians are those who know they have been found by God, those who
jmnv Fnc-r knud enq sgdl- 0 Ingm 3
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englr+ knud hr mns bndgbhud nqg e
hsr nvm v x- Fnc+ khjd knud+ hr
invites us to respond, loving in return. The whole of our lives are meant 1

ad khudc hm knuhmf qgdr

There are two ways we might think about love for

God. As the Biblical Scholar Ellen Davis has said

they are both good, but they are both very differ-

ent. The first is a kind of gratitude. We look

As for around at all that God has done, all that God has
given to u8 mercy, grace, forgivenésand we

myself,there b>mmns gdko ats r  x ®S
: we are called to do as Christiansorship, pray,

is but one serve, forgivle are ways of expressing our grati-

desitolove stcd “~mc knud sn Fnc-

Fnrodk+ 1 drtr Trjor Od
God as He Vgdm Odsdqg r xr ®Xdr +
xnt+ I drtr hmrsqtbsr
has never love God by loving and caring for the people God
loves.

been loved _ _
But then, these commitments, the habits and prac

with deep, tices of faith, offer more than just a way of re-
ronmchmf sn Fnc-r knud

personal sn Fnc- Ilngm Vdrkdx b
fq bd+ v xr hm vghbg

love. odghdmbd Fnc-r fq bd °

-Mother Theresa e hsg v mdr+ “r hs rnl

is to engage the practices and habits of faith eve

more. It was advice Wesley had received when, i

his own life, he began to doubt his faith. Wesley

v rm-s rtgd gd rgntkc

Odsdqg Angkdqg+ ° Lnqg ul
preach faith until you have it, and then, because you have it, you w
oqd bg e hsg-

Angkdqg-r "cuhbd rgdcr khfgs nm
might call desire: that longing just to catch a glimpse of God and feel o
rntkr ¢ mbd vhsg cdkhfgs- Sgdqgd
what it should be or could be, that our knowledge and love of God is no
bnl okdsd- Fgdfngx ne Mxrr  nmbd
mdudg sn ad r shrehdc hm sgd cdr
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Zvd\ b m rdd "mc qdj hmckhmf Znt g\

Hr m- s sg s sgd

love, to be drawn in, lured

in by the beauty of God?

The habits and practices of

our faith open us to God,

sg s Fnc-r Rof

kindle in us a desire, a love

around which our whole

life begins to revolve. It is

a love and a desire that will

always grow. Mother
Sgdgdr ™ nmbd r hc+ cdrbghahmf sgd
there is but one des#eto love God as He has never been loved with deep,
odgrnm> k knud- "

Fnc engdudq qdl "hmr ntsrhcd sgd b~
"mc sggntfg sgd fdmskd kd >  chmf ne
that moves us deeper into the life of God. Along the way, we are bold to
pray the words of Charles Wesley:

®Sgx m stqgd+ fqg bhntr Kngc+ hl o’
write thy new name upon my heart, thy new, best name of
Knud-

o o
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